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strengthen the social safety net for its people
in providing the largest contribution of any
nation to support the coming elections.

Whether these struggles are far or near,
their outcome will profoundly affect us.
Whether a child in Africa or Southeast Asia
or Russia or China can grow up educated,
healthy, safe, free from violence, free of hate,
full of hope, and free to decide his or her
own destiny, this will have a lot to do with
the life our children have as they grow up.
It will help to determine if our children go
to war, have jobs, have clean air, have safe
streets.

For our Nation to be strong, we must
maintain a consensus that seemingly distant
problems can come home if they are not ad-
dressed and addressed promptly. We must
recognize we cannot lift ourselves to the
heights to which we aspire if the world is
not rising with us. I say again, the inexorable
logic of globalization is the genuine recogni-
tion of interdependence. We cannot wish
into being the world we seek. Talk is cheap.
Decisions are not.

That is why I have asked Congress to re-
verse the decline in defense spending that
began in 1985, and I am hopeful and con-
fident that we can get bipartisan majorities
in both Houses to agree. I hope it will also
agree to give more support to our diplomats
and to programs that keep our soldiers out
of war, to fund assistance programs to keep
nations on a stable path to democracy and
growth, and to finally pay both our dues and
our debts to the United Nations.

In an interdependent world, we cannot
lead if we expect to lead only on our own
terms and never on our own nickel. We can’t
be a first-class power if we’re only prepared
to pay for steerage.

I hope all of you, as citizens, believe that
we have to seize the responsibilities that we
have today with confidence, to keep taking
risks for peace, to keep forging opportunities
for our people and seeking them for others
as well, to seek to put a genuinely human
face on the global economy, to keep faith
with all those around the world who struggle
for human rights, the rule of law, a better
life, to look on our leadership not as a burden
but as a welcome opportunity, to build the
future we dream for our children in these,

the final days of the 20th century and the
coming dawn of the next.

The story of the 21st century can be quite
a wonderful story. But we have to write the
first chapter.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:20 a.m. in the
Plaza Ballroom at the Grand Hyatt Hotel. In his
remarks, he referred to Mayor Willie L. Brown,
Jr., of San Francisco; Lee Perry, wife of former
Defense Secretary William Perry; former Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin of Israel; Chairman Yasser
Arafat of the Palestinian Authority; President
Slobodan Milosevic of the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro); and Presi-
dent Ernesto Zedillo of Mexico. The President
also referred to the Kyoto Protocol on Climate
Change. A portion of these remarks could not be
verified because the tape was incomplete.

Statement Announcing an
Emergency Supplemental
Appropriation To Help
Farmers and Ranchers

February 26, 1999

Today I am sending to the Congress re-
quests for a $152 million emergency supple-
mental appropriation to help America’s farm-
ers and ranchers. Many farm communities
continue to undergo very hard times despite
the disaster aid we worked so hard to provide
last year. Economic turmoil in Pacific Rim
countries and around the world continue to
make it difficult for American farmers and
ranchers to export their goods overseas.
More and more farmers and ranchers need
loans to see them through to better times,
and our Department of Agriculture simply
is running out of available credit.

The Agriculture Department’s staff
around the country needs immediate help to
handle the increased workload brought on
by providing emergency services. I hope that
Congress will join me in helping our farmers
and ranchers during this difficult time, par-
ticularly when the rest of the country is
blessed with unparalleled prosperity. I urge
them to approve this request by the end of
March.
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Memorandum on Certification for
Major Illicit Drug Producing and
Drug Transit Countries

February 26, 1999

Presidential Determination No. 99–15

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Certification for Major Illicit Drug
Producing and Drug Transit Countries

By virtue of the authority vested in me by
section 490(b)(1)(A) of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961, as amended (‘‘the Act’’),
I hereby determine and certify that the fol-
lowing major illicit drug producing and/or
major illicit drug transit countries/dependent
territories have cooperated fully with the
United States, or have taken adequate steps
on their own, to achieve full compliance with
the goals and objectives of the 1988 United
Nations Convention Against Illicit Traffic in
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Sub-
stances:

Aruba, The Bahamas, Belize, Bolivia,
Brazil, China, Colombia, Dominican
Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala, Hong
Kong, India, Jamaica, Laos, Mexico,
Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Taiwan, Thai-
land, Venezuela, and Vietnam.

By virtue of the authority vested in me by
section 490(b)(1)(B) of the Act, I hereby de-
termine that it is in the vital national interests
of the United States to certify the following
major illicit drug producing and/or major il-
licit drug transit countries:

Cambodia, Haiti, Nigeria, and Paraguay.
Analysis of the relevant U.S. vital national

interests, as required under section 490(b)(3)
of the Act, is attached.

I have determined that the following major
illicit drug producing and/or major illicit drug
transit countries do not meet the standards
set forth in section 490(b) for certification:

Afghanistan, Burma.
In making these determinations, I have

considered the factors set forth in section 490
of the Act. Given that the performance of
each of these countries/dependent territories
has differed, I have attached an explanatory

statement for each of the countries/depend-
ent territories subject to this determination.

You are hereby authorized and directed to
report this determination to the Congress im-
mediately and to publish it in the Federal
Register.

William J. Clinton

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

February 22
The President announced his intention to

appoint Thomas R. Reedy as a member of
the Board of Trustees of the Woodrow Wil-
son International Center for Scholars.

February 23
The President announced his intention to

nominate George T. Frampton, Jr., to be a
member of the Council on Environmental
Quality. The President will designate him as
Chair upon confirmation.

The White House announced that the
President will address the opening of the
U.S.-Africa Ministerial on Partnership in the
21st Century on March 16 in Washington,
DC.

February 24
In the morning, the President met with

President Jerry John Rawlings of Ghana in
the Cabinet Room.

February 25
In the morning, the President traveled to

Tucson, AZ. In the afternoon, he visited the
Major League Baseball Arizona
Diamondbacks’ practice facility at Tucson
Electric Park.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Lawrence J. Delaney to be Assist-
ant Secretary of the Air Force.

In the evening, the President traveled to
San Francisco, CA.
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